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TI Designs
Configurable Stepper Driver for HVAC Louver and Motor
Control Reference Design

Overview
This reference design provides a flexible stepper
motor system designed to drive up to two stepper
motors, or eight peripherals, while reducing the
number of GPIOs needed from the host controller and
reducing overall cost. This system is suitable for
applications requiring stepper motors or coils up to 50
V and a max current of 2.5 A (with all channels
enabled). This TI Design features multiple
configurations for outputs allowing multiple peripherals
to be driven (that is, one motor, one buzzer, one relay,
and two LEDs). This design is adaptable to automated
louver control in heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning (HVAC) systems as well as control of
relays, buzzers, and LEDs. This concept could also be
more broadly expanded to drive any number of
channels for other building automation designs
including louver control in smart ventilation systems
and automated window blind tilting as well as pan and
tilt control for IP cameras.

Resources

TIDA-01329 Design Folder
BOOSTXL-ULN2003 Tool Folder
MSP430F5529 Product Folder
ULN2003A Product Folder
SN74HC595 Product Folder
CSD17571Q2 Product Folder

ASK Our E2E Experts

Features
• Subsystem Adaptable to a Wide Range of Building

Automation Applications
• Only Three GPIO Pins Required to Drive Any

Multiple of Eight Channels
• Expandable to Desired Number of Drive Channels
• Simple, Cost Effective Solution
• Adaptable Across a Wide Range of Drive

Applications (Stepper Motors, Relays, LEDs)
• High-Voltage Tolerant Drive Outputs (up to 50 V)
• High-Current Sink Drive Outputs (up to 500 mA per

Channel)

Applications
• Home and Building Automation
• Ductless HVAC Louver Control
• Smart Vents for HVAC
• Window Blind Tilt Control
• IP Cameras
• White Goods

An IMPORTANT NOTICE at the end of this TI reference design addresses authorized use, intellectual property matters and other
important disclaimers and information.

http://www.go-dsp.com/forms/techdoc/doc_feedback.htm?litnum=TIDUC76
http://www.ti.com/tool/TIDA-01329
http://www.ti.com/tool/boostxl-uln2003
http://www.ti.com/product/msp430f5529
http://www.ti.com/product/ULN2003A
http://www.ti.com/product/sn74hc595
http://www.ti.com/product/csd17571Q2
http://e2e.ti.com
http://e2e.ti.com/support/applications/ti_designs/
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1 System Overview

1.1 System Description
The TIDA-01329 reference design provides an easy-to-design, cost effective solution that implements the
SN74HC595 shift register, the ULN2003A 7-channel Darlington pair array, and the CSD17571Q1
NexFET™ power MOSFET to drive eight high-voltage (50 V for ULN2003A), high-current (up to 500 mA)
output sink driver channels using only three GPIOs. Often, single-room and ducted AC systems implement
louvers to control air direction and rate of flow to different rooms of a building. This subsystem provides a
way to control the louver in any HVAC system, cooling or heating the appropriate rooms in a building to
help increase efficiency of air handling.

Additionally, this subsystem can be applied to other home and building automation applications such as
window blind control. As the light from the sun changes throughout a day, window blinds can be
automatically controlled to help balance natural lighting in the room while helping to decrease direct
sunlight, keeping the room cooler, and allowing the AC to run more efficiently. This subsystem design is
expandable and adaptable to a wide variety of home and building automation applications.

1.2 Key System Specifications

Table 1. Key System Specifications

PARAMETER SPECIFICATIONS
Input power source 3.3 V converted from mains electricity
Number of GPIO pins required 3
Number of drive channels 8 (expandable up to 15 devices without increasing number of GPIO pins required)
Types of peripherals that can be driven Stepper motors, uni-directional DC motors, relays, solenoids, LEDs, buzzers, and so on
Number of stepper motors to drive 2 stepper motors per 8 channels
Maximum voltage per drive channel 50 V for ULN2003A outputs, 30 V for CSD17571Q2
Maximum current per drive channel 500 mA
Operating temperature –40°C to 85°C (up to 125°C with appropriate MCU)

1.3 Block Diagram

Figure 1. Block Diagram

http://www.ti.com
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1.4 Highlighted Products

1.4.1 SN74HC595

1.4.1.1 Description
The SN74HC595 devices contain an 8-bit, serial-in, parallel-out shift register that feeds and 8-bit D-type
storage register. The storage register has parallel 3-state outputs. Separate clocks are provided for both
the shift and the storage register. The shift register has a direct overriding clear (SRCLR) input, serial
(SER) input, and serial output (QH') for cascading shift registers. When the output-enable (OE) input is
high, the outputs are in the high-impedance state.

1.4.1.2 Features
• 8-bit serial-in, parallel-out shift
• Wider operating voltage range of 2 to 6 V
• high-current 3-state outputs can drive up to 15 LSTTL loads
• Low power consumption: 80-µA (maximum) ICC

• tpd = 13 ns (typical)
• Low input current: 1µA (maximum)
• Direct clear input
• Cascading output

1.4.1.3 Implementation
The SN74HC595 enables the serial-in, parallel-out functionality that is the key feature of this design.
Ultimately, this device decreases the necessary GPIOs from eight or more down to three, freeing up an
additional five or more GPIO pins on the microcontroller. The microcontroller sends three sets of data to
the SN74HC595 and the parallel outputs drive the inputs of the ULN2003A in order to control high current
outputs.

Figure 2. SN74HC595 Implementation

http://www.ti.com
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1.4.2 ULN2003A

1.4.2.1 Description
The UNL2003A is a high-voltage, high-current Darlington transistor array. The device consists of seven
NPN Darlington pairs that feature high-voltage outputs with common-cathode clamp diodes for switching
inductive loads.

The collector current rating of a single Darlington pair is 500 mA. The Darlington pairs can be paralleled
for higher current capability. Applications include relay drivers, solenoid drivers, LED drivers, logic buffers,
and stepper motor drivers.

1.4.2.2 Features
• 500-mA rated current outputs (per channel)
• High-voltage outputs: up to 50 V
• Output clamp diodes for switching inductive loads
• Inputs compatible with various types of logic
• Seven outputs

1.4.2.3 Implementation
The ULN2003A is a parallel-in, parallel-out Darlington pair array. The Darlington pair configuration allows
for the outputs to sink high-currents (up to 500 mA per channel) to ground. Additionally, each channel of
the ULN2003A has a common collector diode that enables driving of inductive loads. In this scenario, the
inductive load is the stepper motor and the ULN2003A can be driven in a particular pattern to control the
angle of the louver in the system.

Figure 3. ULN2003A Implementation
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1.4.3 CSD17571Q2

1.4.3.1 Description
The CSD17571Q2 is a 30 V, 20 mΩ, SON 2×2 NexFET power MOSFET designed to minimize losses in
power conversion and load management applications, while offering excellent thermal performance for the
size of the package.

1.4.3.2 Features
• Low Qg and Qgd

• Low thermal resistance
• Avalanche rated
• Pb-free terminal plating
• Halogen free
• SON 2-mm×2-mm plastic package

1.4.3.3 Implementation
The CSD17571Q2 enables the eight channel necessary to be able to drive two stepper motors. A unipolar
stepper motor requires four channels, so adding one additional FET enables the control of two stepper
motors. Other single FET or Darlington pair type devices may be suitable as well. The key specifications
for this part in this application are the maximum drain-to-source voltage as well as the RDS(on).

Figure 4. CSD17571Q2 Implementation
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2 System Design Theory

2.1 System Diagram
Figure 5 describes a general overview of the connections required for this subsystem design. The
MSP430F5529 drives the inputs of the SN74HC595, which converts a serial data stream to a parallel
output. The parallel output data controls the inputs of the ULN2003A and the CSD17571Q2, which drive
higher current peripherals such as a pair of stepper motors. The outputs of the ULN2003A can be used to
drive other types of peripherals, including solenoids, relays, and LEDs. For additional information
regarding peripheral driver applications and design considerations, see What is a Peripheral Driver?
Applications and Design Considerations (SLVA822).

Figure 5. System Diagram
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2.2 Detailed System Description
One advantage to this subsystem design is its ease of use. Starting with the microcontroller, only three
GPIO pins are required to make this design operate. The three GPIO pins from the microcontroller control
the three inputs to the SN74HC595, the data line (SER), the shift register clock (SRCLK), and the latch
clock (RCLK).

The key to this design is understanding the internal operation of the SN74HC595 to be able to control the
outputs effectively. Figure 6 shows the logic diagram for the SN74HC595. In this design, the OE pin is
pulled low, keeping all outputs enabled. Additionally, the SRCLR input is held high so that the outputs are
not cleared. This pin can be used to clear the outputs, however, that would require an additional GPIO
from the microcontroller; instead, the SER input can be held low and the SRCLK and RCLK can be
triggered eight times to clear all outputs.

Figure 6. SN74HC595 Logic Diagram
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In order to send the appropriate data to the outputs of the SN74HC595, a clock output is not required. The
outputs of the SN74HC595 can simply be controlled by a bit-banging technique, sending low-to-high and
high-to-low transitions only when they are needed and not specifically synchronized to any timer or clock.
Figure 7 is a depiction of bit-banging to change the eight outputs of the SN74HC595.

Figure 7. Bit-Banging to Set SN74HC595 Outputs

The frequency required to drive stepper motors is typically on the order of 100 Hz to 10 kHz, a speed at
which any microcontroller can easily manage, so if a 1-kHz operation is assumed, the output drive
channels only need to be updated every 1 ms. Shifting in and setting the output data for the motor, as
shown in Figure 7, happens in a matter of microseconds, depending on the speed of the MCU. Once the
SN74HC595 outputs are set, the MCU does not have to change the three GPIO pins for another
millisecond, allowing it to process other actions.

Once the outputs of the SN74HC595 are set, the inputs of the ULN2003A and the CSD17571Q2 are
driven high or low. Both the ULN2003A and the CSD17571Q2 act as inverters; when the input is high, the
output is low. The key here is that when the output is low, it is activated, meaning the current is allowed to
flow to the ground of the device. When the input is high, the output is sinking current, driving the
peripheral. The resulting activation of each channel in a particular order is what allows a stepper motor to
spin. For additional information regarding stepper motors and stepper motor driving patterns, see Stepper
Motor Driving with Peripheral Drivers (Driver ICs) (SLVA767).

This method of driving a pair of unipolar stepper motors can be used to control the louver or other
internals for an HVAC system. This design allows for control over as many peripherals as necessary by
taking advantage of the cascade, or daisy-chain, capability of the SN74HC595. A daisy-chain
configuration is shown in Figure 8. The number of channels can be expanded, and the number of GPIO
pins required remains at three. Figure 8 shows an example of the easily expandable nature of this motor
control subsystem. The upper highlighted section of the diagram shows the necessary implementation for
a "base model" wall mounted HVAC unit, which only provides motor control, whereas the rest of the
diagram shows an "additional features" implementation, which provides additional control as well as visible
and audible feedback to the consumer.
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Figure 8. SN74HC595 "Daisy Chaining"
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3 Getting Started Hardware and Software

3.1 Hardware
A BoosterPack™ module containing this reference design is available. It can be easily integrated with any
LaunchPad™ in the MSP430™ LaunchPad ecosystem to drive up to eight high-current, high-voltage
outputs using only three GPIO pins. For additional information regarding the BoosterPack, see the
BOOSTXL-ULN2003 Tool Folder.

3.2 Software
For software examples regarding control of the SN74HC595 shift register to drive the inputs of the
ULN2003A, see dev.ti.com/BOOSTXL-ULN2003.

For additional information regarding stepper motor driving patterns, including half-step, full-step, and wave
drive, see Stepper Motor Driving with Peripheral Drivers (Driver ICs) (SLVA767).
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4 Testing and Results
This TI Design was implemented in a BoosterPack form factor for ease of testing. Figure 9 displays how
the design was tested. The BoosterPack was placed onto a MSP430F5529 Launchpad and powered
through the USB connection. For more information regarding the Dual Stepper Motor Driver BoosterPack,
see the BOOSTXL-ULN2003 Tool Folder.

Figure 9. Test Setup

Figure 10. Oscilloscope Waveform of SER, SRCLK, and RCLK Input to SN74HC595
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Figure 11. Output of SN74HC595 and Input to ULN2003A (Full-Step Pattern, Clockwise)

Figure 12. Output of SN74HC595/Input to ULN2003A (Full-Step Pattern, Counterclockwise)

http://www.ti.com
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Figure 13. ULN2003A Output Motor Drive Pattern (Full-Drive Pattern, Clockwise)

Figure 14. ULN2003A Logic Input and ULN2003A Drive Output
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5 Design Files

5.1 Schematics
To download the schematics, see the design files at TIDA-01329.

Figure 15. Dual Stepper Motor Louver Control Schematic

5.2 Bill of Materials
To download the bill of materials (BOM), see the design files at TIDA-01329.

5.3 Layout Prints
To download the layer plots, see the design files at TIDA-01329.

5.4 Altium Project
To download the Altium project files, see the design files at TIDA-01329.

5.5 Gerber Files
To download the Gerber files, see the design files at TIDA-01329.

5.6 Assembly Drawings
To download the assembly drawings, see the design files at TIDA-01329.

6 Software Files
For software examples regarding control of the SN74HC595 shift register to drive the inputs of the
ULN2003A, see dev.ti.com/BOOSTXL-ULN2003.

For additional information regarding stepper motor driving patterns, including half-step, full-step, and wave
drive, see Stepper Motor Driving with Peripheral Drivers (Driver ICs).
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